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16 May 2016 

Dear Secretary of State, 

 

We, the following built environment professional institutes and organisations - the Academy 

of Urbanism, Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation, Design Council-CABE, 

Institute of Historic Building Conservation, Landscape Institute, Royal Institute of British 

Architects, the Royal Town Planning Institute, Urban Design Group and the Place Alliance - 

are writing regarding the report produced by the House of Lords Select Committee on 

National Policy for the Built Environment, Building Better Places (HL Paper 100). 

 

Individually, when Building Better Places was published we engaged with it with interest and  

welcomed its conclusions and recommendations.  We came together to discuss the most 

relevant recommendations of Building Better Places which we believe can make a real 

contribution to improving the quality of the built environment and the communities of 

England.  We thought it would be helpful to inform you of the outcome of our discussions 

before the Government's response to Building Better Places is produced so that you may 

take them into account.   

 

It is common ground that the quality of our built environment is vital to achieving so many 

objectives which are shared across the political spectrum, including housing, sustainable 

economic growth, environmental issues, health and wellbeing, an ageing population, 

community cohesion, inclusive access, safety and crime reduction.  We believe that a 

number of the recommendations of Building Better Places can make a significant 

contribution towards helping to address many of these issues. 

 

Based on the various priorities of our individual organisations, those recommendations from 

Building Better Places that stand out and which we feel are particularly important for the 

Government to respond to are (following their order in the report rather than priority): 
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Appoint a Chief Built Environment Advisor within government to help co-ordinate policy, to 

act as a champion for design and to promote good practice beyond government [Paragraph 

84] 

 

Establishing a high level architecture and place policy for England [Para 89] 

 

Promoting the health and well-being impacts of the built environment in a more 

integrated way across local authorities [Para 99] 

 

Encouraging the adoption of Manual for Streets by highways authorities [Para 110] 

 

The National Infrastructure Commission should publicise its approach to local design 

impacts and local engagement [Para 123] 

 

Incentivising decision makers to more systematically use Design Review for major 

developments [Para 130]  

 

The new process of Permission in principle should give due regard to design quality and the 

key components of place-making [Para 148] 

 

Giving further encouragement to joint spatial frameworks and cross-boundary cooperation 

on ‘larger than local’ planning [Para 413] 

 

We look forward to the Government's response to Building Better Places, and earnestly 

hope that it will be positive and able to engage with the above recommendations.  If 

collectively we can play any role in helping to consider the report, we would be happy to do 

so. 

 

As a cross-party matter, we are sending copies of this letter to Jon Trickett MP and Baroness 

Thornhill.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Steven Bee, Chairman, The Academy of Urbanism 
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Sue Percy, Chief Executive, The Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation  

 
Clare Devine, Executive Director Architecture, Built Environment & Design, Design Council-

CABE  

 
Mike Brown, Chair, The Institute of Historic Building Conservation  

 

 
Kate Bailey, Chair, Policy and Communications Committee, The Landscape Institute  

 

 
Professor Matthew Carmona, Chair, The Place Alliance  

 

 
Jane Duncan, President, The Royal Institute of British Architects  

 

 
Trudi Elliott, Chief Executive, The Royal Town Planning Institute 

 

 
Robert Huxford, Director, The Urban Design Group 


