
Speakers Bio (in order of appeareance) 

Prof Matthew Carmona, Chair, Place Alliance
Professor of Planning & Urban Design at UCL’s Bartlett School of Planning  @ProfMCarmona

Matthew’s research has focused on urban design, processes of design governance and on 
the design and management of public space.  Matthew was educated at the University of 
Nottingham and is a chartered architect and planner.  He chairs the Place Alliance which 
brings together organisations and individuals who share a belief that the quality of the built 
environment has a profound influence on people’s lives.  

Matthew was Specialist Advisor to the House of Lords Select Committee on National Policy for the Built Environment 
and in 2015 won the RTPI Academic Award for Research Excellence.

Andy von Bradsky
Head of Architecture at MHCLG @MHCLG

Andy has over 30 years’ experience in the design and delivery of housing for the 
private and public sector. He has wide experience of all aspects of the housing 
industry and advises on briefing, design management, procurement, delivery and post 
construction activity. He supports closer collaboration between professional disciplines 
of architectural design, urban design, landscape design, environmental and project 
management services.

He is Chair of the RIBA Housing Advisory Group, which advises RIBA on housing policy issues, is a member of 
a committee that reviews finance and development proposals for a G15 Housing Association and sits on an 
advisory panel of the NHBC Foundation, the research arm of NHBC
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Sir Roger Scruton
Chair of the Building Better Building Beautiful Commission @Roger_Scruton

Eminent writer and philosopher, Prof Sir Roger Scruton has for over three decades 
taught at institutions on both sides of the Atlantic, and more recently, the University of 
Buckingham. He is an author of over forty books. In his work as a philosopher he has 
specialized in aesthetics with particular attention to music and architecture. He explores 
the nature and meaning of architecture in his work, The Classical Vernacular and applies 
theory in The Aesthetics of Architecture.  

He engages in contemporary political and cultural debates from the standpoint of a conservative thinker 
and is well known as a powerful polemicist. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and the British 
Academy. He was knighted in 2017.
https://www.roger-scruton.com/

Dan Roberts
Senior Specialist in Planning, Enabling & Development at Homes England @HomesEngland

Dan is a chartered town planner with over 25 years’ experience in local government, 
working in planning policy and development management, but primarily in building 
conservation and urban design. During this time, he was also a part time senior lecture 
in the School of the Built Environment at Birmingham City University, and has been a 
visiting teacher at Centre of Urban & Regional Studies, University of Birmingham, for 25 
years. He now works for Homes England as a senior specialist in the Planning, Enabling 

& Development team. He is involved principally in the agency’s design quality assessment work.

Dan contributes to several, Midlands-based design review panels. He is a longstanding member of the 
Urban Design Group and an affiliated member of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation. He has 
been a Corporate Member of the RTPI and on the Regional Activities Committees for over 20 years, helping 
to establish the West Midlands Urban Design Forum, and was an inaugural member and past Chair.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/homes-england 

Frédéric Saliez
Deputy Director at the Brussels Liaison Office of the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat) @UNHABITAT

An Architect and Civil Engineer from Catholic University of Louvain, Frédéric Saliez 
holds a Master of Research in Geography from University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne.   
Throughout his career, Frédéric Saliez has contributed to designing and implementing 
public policies in the fields of urban planning and design, social cohesion, 
environmental protection and cultural heritage in a variety of contexts.

He has worked successively in Belgium, Portugal, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cuba, Kenya, Kosovo and Brazil.  
Since 2012, Frédéric Saliez is deputy Chief of UN-Habitat Office for Europe and European Institution, based 
in Brussels.
https://unhabitat.org/



Dr Joao Bento
Research Fellow at UCL’s Bartlett School of Planning 

João is a postdoctoral Research Fellow at Bartlett School of Planning, University College 
London, where he worked as a Teaching Assistant and developed a PhD focused on 
the role of national architectural policies in the European Union. In this context, João 
conducted a Survey on Architectural policies in Europe published into a book with 
support from the Swedish Museum of Architecture.

Graduated as an architect and urbanist from the University of Lisbon, João started his research career at the 
architecture and urbanism unit of the National Laboratory of Civil Engineering, Portugal. After concluding 
his PhD, João worked for two years as coordinator of environmental impact assessment teams of major 
projects at the Portuguese Environment Agency (APA).
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/planning/joao-bento 

Katja Stille
Director at Tibbalds Planning and Urban Design  @Tibbalds

Katja is an urban designer with over 15 years of experience. She has an architectural 
and engineering background, including studies in Civil Engineering in Germany; and 
an architectural diploma and MA in Urban Design from the UK. She is a longstanding 
member of the Urban Design Group and currently the Treasurer. Her recent work 
focusses on large scale projects, spatial strategies and design policy. She work with 
public sector bodies and private landowners and their teams to develop masterplans 

and development frameworks to help bring forward development. 

She is motivated by delivering better places for people and work collaboratively across professional 
boundaries in order to achieve this. Currently, she is involved in delivering Northstowe, a new town in 
Cambridgeshire promoted by Homes England. Katja seeks to find solutions to unlocking issues that prevent 
us from delivering good design and placemaking.
http://tibbalds.co.uk/2012/05/katja-stille-associate/

Carmen Mateu-Moreno
Future Place Project Manager at RIBA @riba_london

Carmen is a chartered architect as well as project manager for Future Place, leading 
place-making programmes at the Royal Institute of British Architects. Working together 
with 4 other partners (CIH, Homes England, LGA and RTPI) Carmen is responsible for 
facilitating the unlocking of placemaking potential at a local level by promoting and 
supporting quality in design, future thinking and knowledge sharing.

https://www.architecture.com/campaign/futureplace



Amy Harrison
Head of Learning & Participation at the Architecture Centre (Bristol) @GenerationPlace 

Amy is an educator and engagement specialist highly experienced in delivering pro-
grammes which connect children, young people, and communities with the place-
making, built environment and cultural sectors. She is passionate about diversity and 
inspiring the next generation of creative placemakers through innovative careers and 
participation projects such as Shape My City. Amy champions the involvement of all 
citizens, especially children and young people, in the development of the places and 
spaces which affect their lives. 

Co-founder of the national Generation Place project and Bristol Child Friendly City Initiative, Amy is also an 
experienced teacher, school governor and charity trustee in inner city communities experiencing multiple 
deprivation.
www.architecturecentre.org.uk     www.generationplace.org.uk   www.shapemycity.blogspot.com

David Rudlin
director at URBED @URBEDmcr

David Rudlin manages URBED (Urbanism Environment and Design) and is also a director 
of the URBED Trust. He is a planner by training and started his career with Manchester 
City Council with responsibility for the early stages of the redevelopment of Hulme. 
He was also secretary of the Homes for Change housing cooperative, responsible for 
commissioning one of the flagship buildings of the Hulme Redevelopment.

He joined URBED in 1990 to manage the BURA award-winning Little Germany Action project in Bradford. 
Since then he has managed a range of high profile consultancy projects including the Oldham Beyond 
Vision and the Selby Renaissance Charter for Yorkshire Forward. He is the author of a number of research 
reports including ‘21st Century Homes’ for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, ‘Tomorrow a peaceful path to 
urban reform’ for Friends of the Earth and ‘But would you live there?’ for the Urban Task Force. 
In 2014 David won the Wolfson Economic Prize, answering the question ‘How would you deliver a new 
garden city which is visionary, economically viable, and popular?’
http://urbed.coop/

Valentina Giordano
Research Fellow at the Bartlett School of Planning and Manager at Place Alliance @Vale_N7

Valentina is an urban designer and planner with over 15 years’ UK experience. She is 
currently a Research Fellow and Teaching Assistant at the Bartlett School of Planning. 
In her role as an independent researcher and manager of Place Alliance, she has been 
working together with Professor Carmona and Place Alliance’s partners to deliver a 
research programme focussed on generating a base line of knowledge about the quality 
of the built environment and its delivery. This ongoing study programme will monitor 

the capacity of the country to deliver high quality urban environments, whilst tracking how this change 
over time.  Before joining UCL, she has worked on several large scale urban projects with different design 
practices in London including Farrells and Martha Schwarz.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/planning/valentina-giordano
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Julie Tanner
Panel Manager at Creating Excellence @SWDRP

Julie is a Chartered town planner specialising in place making. Her public sector 
background is based on regional planning and economic development; plan 
preparation, evidence capture and community engagement, including training. With 
a passion for architecture and urban design, she works within the charitable and third 
sector – leading Opun in the East Midlands, Creating Excellence as Panel Manager in the 
South West and also chairing of the national Design Network. She has recently led the 

delivery of a councillor training programme across the SW, EM and promoted the Councillor’s Companion 
for Designing in Planning.
 
Julie believes that a design-led method can support better quality places through the planning system. 
Creating Excellence has recently been appointed to deliver support in the design of two Garden Villages and 
other high-profile regeneration schemes. An advocate for Building for Life 12, Julie established the Housing 
Excellence Design Panel used by LPAs and housebuilders to achieve functional, and characterful new 
developments.
http://creatingexcellence.net/

Angela Koch
Founder & Director at ImaginePlaces @ImaginePlaces

Angela Koch has 20+ years experience in urban planning, design and masterplanning 
projects. She is interested in seeing good places built, revived and sometimes 
reinvented. And this with communities, landowners, developers and other key 
stakeholders taking a more equally active and creative role in their conception, design 
and delivery.

Angela founded ImaginePlaces in 2010 and has worked since with many Neighbourhood Planning groups, 
progressive local planning authorities, architects and developers. She lectures, publishes and teaches on 
plan-making best practice, co-design tools and town centre performance in the UK and Italy. Inspired by her 
Design Review Panel work for Design South East, she recently carried out a Community Design Review with 
27 members of the public on behalf of St Albans City Council. 

She is co-founder of Neighbourhood.Planners.London. Angela is co-author of Paved with Gold – the real 
value of good street design (CABE 2007) and Involving the Public and Other Stakeholders, (CIHT 2015)
www.imagineplaces.co.uk



Dr Mike Biddulph
Urban Designer  at Cardiff City Council @BiddulphMike
Mike begun his career working for Oxford City Council as a part-time planner in 
Development Management. Then, after being a lecturer in urban design in the School 
of Civic Design at the University of Liverpool, he became Senior Lecturer at Cardiff 
University where he set up the MA Urban Design programme and became the initial 
Course Director, whilst also contributing urban design specialisms to other professional 
UK and international planning programmes. 

His research interests have been varied. He has published research on various aspects of the design control 
process here in the UK, and on innovative approaches to street design from around the world. He has also 
written about the design of neighbourhoods and on urban regeneration practices and outcomes. He sat 
on the Design Review Panel and also has also been an Advocate in Practice for the Design Commission for 
Wales. 

For Cardiff Council he is involved in master planning and negotiating design and development quality on 
the city’s strategic development sites, producing development briefs and design guidance, and inputting 
design comments into the development management process.
https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Pages/default.aspx

Max Farrell
Partner at Farrells @Farrells

Max is a Partner at Farrells, internationally renowned architects with offices in London, 
Manchester, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Singapore and Sydney. He has led on high profile 
projects including Royal Albert Dock in London and the Northern Gateway project in 
Manchester as well as proposals for 21st Century mansion blocks as affordable housing. 
Max’s expertise lies in establishing feasibility for major projects then bringing together 
investors and local authorities to make them happen as he has done at Castle Green 

with proposals for 15,000 homes and 8,000 jobs by tunnelling the A13.

Max was Project Leader for the Farrell Review, commissioned by the UK Government, which made sixty 
recommendations spanning education, outreach and skills; design quality; cultural heritage; economic 
benefits and architecture policy many of which have been implemented. He is Chair of the Civic Voice 
Design Awards (the only awards nominated by communities), a judge for “Making Places” National Schools 
Competition and The Architects Journal AJ100 awards. He is on the Steering Group for the National Park City 
Campaign and the Place Alliance.
https://farrells.com/ 
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Esther Kurland 
Director at Urban Design Londson @udlondon

Esther is a planner who specialises in urban and street design.  She worked in local 
councils as a planner in and around London for 10 years before moving to the Greater 
London Authority in 2001 to work on the design and built environment elements of 
the London Plan.  In 2003 she moved to the UK Government funded Commission for 
Architecture and the Built Environment where she led on planning issues, before  being 
seconded to Urban Design London (UDL)  in 2005.

Esther spent the next 12 years developing UDL into the premier design support organisation for public 
sector built environment practitioners in the UK.  By 2017 the organisation was delivering round 5,000 
training places a year to a wide variety of planners, architects, highway engineers, transport planners and 
housing professionals.  UDL also delivers a comprehensive range of design review, guidance and advice 
services to support the delivery of good design across public sector projects.  In 2017 UDL published a new 
national guidance document, the Design Companion for Planning and Placemaking.  Esther remains the 
host manager for UDL and is a member of its Executive Board.

Early in 2018 Esther took over managing the urban design function at Transport for London, bringing UDL to 
sit alongside this team. She is currently developing synergies between the two to develop policies, guidance 
and offer greater support to practitioners, particularly on street projects.
https://www.urbandesignlondon.com/ 



Follow us on Twitter @PlaceAllianceUK #BigMeet9 #PlaceValue
Visit us http://placealliance.org.uk/ 
Join us at http://bit.ly/JoinPlaceAlliance


