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THE
BIG
MEET7: Engaging Communities in Place-Making

The benefits of involving local people in the production of the built environment are being increasingly recognised 
at a global and national scale. The 2016 UN-Habitat World Cities Report calls for the greater participation of citizens in 
the development of sustainable, inclusive, safe and resilient cities. In the UK this ambition has been pursued under the 
Localism Act, a mechanism to encourage a far greater involvement of community and third sector organisations in the 
planning and design of the built environment.  

The result is a shift towards local autonomy and community ownership coupled with a scaling back of central 
responsibility in planning and urban development. This places a new level of responsibility on local citizens however, 
in many cases, groups struggle to access the necessary support to enable control to be picked up at a local level.

Big Meet 7 will explore and showcase how approaches of creative community engagement and co-production can 
transform the built environment and strengthen communities at the same time. Participants will be able to meet 
groups from across the UK who are involved in innovative practice in community engagement. They will be able to 
share experiences, learn useful techniques and reflect upon their own local challenges and opportunities in the light 
of the case-studies presented.

25 April 2017
10:00 - 16:30

Confirmed speakers: Carolyn Butterworth, Director of Live Works at University of Sheffield and Chair of 
Urban Rooms Working Group -  Sophia de Sousa, Chief Executive at The Glass-House Community Led 
Design - Tessy Britton, Director at Participatory City - Prof Matthew Carmona, Chair of Place Alliance - 
Diane Dever & Lewis Biggs, Directors at Folkestone Fringe & Folkstone Triennial -  Claire Tymon, Director at 
Placeshakers
More speakers will be announced in the coming weeks

Reserve Tickets here http://bit.ly/BigMeet7
Follow us on Twitter @PlaceAllianceUK #BigMeet7
Visit us http://placealliance.org.uk/ 
Join us at http://bit.ly/JoinPlaceAlliance



Agenda

10.30 - 11.00 Registration & Coffee

11.00 - 11.10  Welcome and Introduction 
                            Prof Matthew Carmona - Chair, Place Alliance
  

Morning Session 

11.10 - 11.30  Introduction: The Health Gap 
     Dr Jessica Allen - Deputy Director, Marmot Review Team, Institute of Health Equity, UCL

11.30 – 12.15 Panel session: different aspects of how health and the built environment interact
     Chair: Debbie Sorkin - Chair, Healthy Places Working Group, Place Alliance 

                 Panel:
1. Overview – Pro-social/community

Prof Rhiannon Corcoran - Professor of Psychology, Health & Wellbeing Lead at the Heseltine Institute for 
Public Policy & Practice, and Co-Director, Pro-Social Place Programme, University of Liverpool 

2. Working with specific populations/neighbourhoods/demographic trends
Dr Sarah Wigglesworth - Director, Sarah Wigglesworth Architects, Lead, Dwell Project and Professor of 
Architecture, University of Sheffield 

3. Roads and traffic/safety/walkability/joined-up working
Rod King MBE - Founder and Campaign Director, 20’s Plenty for Us 

2.15 – 12.45  Facilitated table discussions
“In the light of the keynote/panel session, what do you feel you can do in your own role/team/organisation 
to take more account of people’s health and wellbeing?”

12.45 – 13.10  Feedback and plenary session
“What are the key points we could take forward as part of the Healthy Places Manifesto?”

13.10 – 14.00  Lunch 

THE BIG MEET 6: Healthy Places

Healthy Planet, Dr Daniel Masterson Royal Arsenal Riverside, Berkley Group



Afternoon Session 

14.00 – 14.10 Welcome back     
Chair: Debbie Sorkin, Chair, Healthy Places Working Group, Place Alliance 

14.10 – 14.30 Making Healthy Places:
                                 Nick Grayson - Climate and Sustainability Manager, Birmingham City Council and Senior Research 

Fellow, Natural Capital, School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of 
Birmingham 

14.30 – 15.15 Four Case Studies of Good Practice   

A.  Embedding health into planning policies 
Dr Daniel Masterson - Healthy Urban Planning Officer, Stoke-on-Trent City Council  

B. Placemaking: how to address wellbeing in the delivery of new housing
Matt Bell - Head of External Affairs, Berkeley Group 

C. Public realm/engaging communities 
Rupert Bentley Walls -  Barcham Trees and Trees and Design Action Group

D. Healthy streets
Bruce McVean - Principal Strategy Planner, Transport for London 

15.15 – 15.40 Tea/table discussions
“What are the key issues, and how might you apply what you’ve heard in your own work?”

   
15.40 – 16.00 Feedback

16.00 – 16.15 Final address: The Health of the Public and the Built Environment 
     Dr Ann Marie Connolly - Director of Health Equity and Impact, Public Health England 

16.15 –16.30 Summary of day + next steps  
    Prof Matthew Carmona - Chair, Place Alliance

16.30  Close

Trees in Hard Landscapes: A Guide for Delivery, TDAG Great Suffolk Street, London, delivered as part of 



Place Alliance is a movement for place quality. It is founded on the idea that through collaboration and 
better communication we can establish a culture whereby the quality of place becomes an everyday 
national and local priority. Place Alliance is open to all and brings together organisations and individuals 
who share the belief that the quality of our built environment has a profound influence on people’s lives.

Get Involved
The success of Place Alliance depends on the support of its supporters and volunteers. We welcome all 
organisations and local groups as well as individuals, town and parish councils, local authorities and businesses as 
members and supporters of Place Alliance.    

Join Us 
Become a Core Supporter, join an existing Working Group, or suggest another 
group or initiative by emailing your ideas to us. Just complete the Supporter 
Form in your Welcome Pack, and hand it back to our Place Alliance Team or 
download it from our website and email to placealliance@ucl.ac.uk

Donate
Place Alliance is an independent not-for-profit movement. We operate on a 
tight budget and rely on sponsorship and the generosity of our supporters. 
For those who wish to make a donation to help grow Place Alliance network 
visit our website or donate now at http://bitly.com/PlaceAlliance-donate

Volunteer
If you want to help Place Alliance email us at placealliance@ucl.ac.uk 
There is plenty going on – from managing our supporters list and organising 
meetings and events, to keeping the website up to date and researching for 
new initiatives. 

Follow Us
Join our social networks including Twitter @PlaceAllianceUK and Facebook 
and explore our new website at www.placealliance.org

Get Involved!


