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THE
BIG
MEET7: Engaging Communities in Place-Making

The benefits of involving local people in the production of the built environment are being increasingly recognised 
at a global and national scale. The 2016 UN-Habitat World Cities Report calls for the greater participation of citizens in 
the development of sustainable, inclusive, safe and resilient cities. In the UK this ambition has been pursued under the 
Localism Act, a mechanism to encourage a far greater involvement of community and third sector organisations in the 
planning and design of the built environment.  

The result is a shift towards local autonomy and community ownership coupled with a scaling back of central 
responsibility in planning and urban development. This places a new level of responsibility on local citizens however, 
in many cases, groups struggle to access the necessary support to enable control to be picked up at a local level.

Big Meet 7 will explore and showcase how approaches of creative community engagement and co-production can 
transform the built environment and strengthen communities at the same time. Participants will be able to meet 
groups from across the UK who are involved in innovative practice in community engagement. They will be able to 
share experiences, learn useful techniques and reflect upon their own local challenges and opportunities in the light 
of the case-studies presented.

25 April 2017
10:00 - 16:30

Confirmed speakers: Carolyn Butterworth, Director of Live Works at University of Sheffield and Chair of 
Urban Rooms Working Group -  Sophia de Sousa, Chief Executive at The Glass-House Community Led 
Design - Tessy Britton, Director at Participatory City - Prof Matthew Carmona, Chair of Place Alliance - 
Diane Dever & Lewis Biggs, Directors at Folkestone Fringe & Folkstone Triennial -  Claire Tymon, Director at 
Placeshakers
More speakers will be announced in the coming weeks

Reserve Tickets here http://bit.ly/BigMeet7
Follow us on Twitter @PlaceAllianceUK #BigMeet7
Visit us http://placealliance.org.uk/ 
Join us at http://bit.ly/JoinPlaceAlliance


